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 With regard to our children, we believe … 
 
… that the supremacy and sufficiency of our Triune God is at the center of our hopes for the children of 
Red Mountain Church. With this confession and commitment in mind, we pursue with faith and hope all 
aspects of our children’s ministry. Ultimately, this means that God’s revelation of himself in Jesus Christ 
made effective by the work of the Holy Spirit is at the heart of our children’s ministry at Red Mountain 
Church. Herein rests the hope for our children and families. 
 
… that the Scriptures are “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness” our children (2 Timothy 3:16). Because Scripture is the unique means 
by which God communicates himself to us, we aim to teach to our children the content and scope of 
Scripture in thoughtful and age-appropriate ways so that their worldview is shaped by Scripture. This 
same Scripture teaches that parents are the primary teachers and leaders in the lives of their own children 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9). And, from these words we understand that children are fully created in God’s 
image (Genesis 1:27). 
 
…that the Gospel as taught in Scripture fully applies to children. Children are born into the fallen estate 
of humanity, in desperate need of the redemptive life and death of Jesus, and, by the work of the Holy 
Spirit, must put their faith in Christ’s sacrifice to enjoy God and His presence forever (Romans 3:21-26). 
  
…that children primarily enter the Church through God’s covenant with believing parents, the outward 
sign of which is baptism (Colossians 2:11-12; Galatians 3:27-28). We also believe that the Church is the 
family of God and requires sacrificial living in community. For church members, this means caring for 
and nurturing the children within the RMC family. It also means that children are to care for and 
encourage the other members of our family (Acts 2:42-47). This care and nurture will primarily happen 
through hearing the preaching of God’s word, praying, and receiving of the sacraments. Through these 
means of grace, we hope that children will come to experience the joy of gathering with others to worship 
God as their Savior and Lord. 
 
…that the work of God’s Kingdom includes children. Children are called, like all believers, to engage 
their community and their city in winsome and discerning ways. They are called to live hospitable and 
gracious lives, proclaiming the hope of the gospel with their lives and words, as we all seek to embody in 
the here and now the anticipated consummation of God’s kingdom (Micah 6:6-8; Matthew 22:39; Luke 
8:26-39).  
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Expanded Statement 
 
Red Mountain Church hopes to focus on two characteristics of God’s Word: respect and responsibility. 
First, because the Bible alone reveals how we are to be saved, there is a profound respect for the holiness 
of the Scriptures (Romans 15:4). We own the responsibility to obey and cherish the Scriptures. We hope 
to communicate this reverence to children and to see them come to cherish it for themselves (2 Timothy 
3:14-15). Secondly, we respect what the Scriptures teach us about God, each other, and how this relates to 
children. If we are all made in God’s image, then there is a responsibility to treat children with respect and 
humility (Ephesians 6:4). We are called to teach them in ways that are God-centered and appropriate to 
their developmental abilities. Also, we believe that it calls adults to have the humility to learn from 
children. We hope to view, interact with, and guide children as contributing parts of our community. 
 
When Red Mountain Church communicates the gospel to children, we hope to communicate ideas of 
receiving and resting. Lest we diminish their need to look to Jesus as their only salvation, we do not need 
to unnecessarily shelter children from their sin (Romans 3:10-19). Rather, we hope to help children face 
the truth of their wickedness and receive Jesus’ atonement for it (Ephesians 2:1-3). RMC encourages 
parents to model and talk about their repentance of sin and to rest in the gospel with their children. We 
hope to come alongside parents and children, modeling and communicating the restfulness we know 
because Jesus has secured our standing with God. At Red Mountain Church we spend a lot of time 
reminding ourselves that the gospel often grows underground and unseen. We fight against the idea that 
only children’s outward behavior can be trusted to reveal their inner hearts (Matthew 23:27). Because 
young children have limited abilities to communicate verbally and excellent abilities to mimic without 
understanding fully, we acknowledge that much of what goes on inside our children’s hearts is mysterious 
and unknown (Matthew 11:25-26). We trust God with this mystery and rest in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to speak to His own. We rest in the knowledge that, while we strive and pray on behalf of our 
children’s faith, God works in them “to will and to work according to His purposes.” 
 
Red Mountain Church is not a structure or a building. Red Mountain Church is a group of communing 
members, people who profess faith in Jesus and have vowed (according to the Book of Church Order) to 
come together in “the worship and work of the Church” (Acts 2:39). We hope that children who grow up 
as a part of this body of believers will see it as their extended family. When the life of the church is lived 
out in community, as a family, it gets messy. Though we wish it wasn’t this way, we sometimes hurt each 
other. We misunderstand each other. We don’t always communicate well with each other. We fail each 
other. But, as a family, we are committed to each other. At the end of the day, we forgive each other and 
we love each other. (2 Corinthians 2:5-8; 1 Peter 4:8). As these relationships continue over time— as our 
children experience this and see those around them experience it —we hope that it models and reflects the 
gospel. We desire children to find their stride within this family. We believe they should take their 
responsibility and contribution to the “work and worship” of the church seriously. We want to help them 
grow and learn to do so. 
 
Red Mountain Church wants to guide children to be an active part of God’s redemption of the world. As 
we fumble and work to see the gospel affect the world, we invite children to join us in this. Being part of 
God’s redemption often involves seeing the world as it really is, and facing the fallen and tragic evil that 
exists. Just as we are not naïve about our children’s sinfulness, so we cannot unduly rely on our ability to 
protect our children from evil in the world. We believe that God alone shelters and holds them. Also, 
children must know the hurt and pain that others feel. Children must experience the world’s need for 
Jesus, too. Then, they can find ways to live out— in word and deed — the rest and hope they find in 
Jesus. 


